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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 4-7 and 9 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim may not depend upon another multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the word "means" is preceded by the word(s) "operating" (line 
8) in an attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for 
performing a specified function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) 
preceding "means," it is impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as 
required by 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. 
App. 1967). 

Regarding claim 8, the phrase "mean of a connection" (lines 3-4) is an attempt to 
use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for performing a specified 
function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) preceding "means," it is 
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impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 112, 
sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by Burgin 
(4,638,792). Burgin shows a vaginal speculum comprising two elongated spoon blades 
30,31 which mutually hinge about a hinge with a hinge axis. A handle module 6 is 
detachably fixed to the spoon blades (column 4, lines 31-32). The blades and the hinge 
are provided on a spoon blade module 4. The speculum further includes means 36,38 
for detachably connecting the handle module and the spoon blade module. Means for 
locking the spoon blades in an open position are provided and comprise locking 
elements 40,42 that hold the spoon blades locked in the open position when the handle 
module is disconnected. Regarding claim 2, the locking elements can be disconnected 
from one another. As to claim 3, note that the blades taper toward the distal ends of the 
blades (see Figure 2). As to claim 8, the modules are connected by slots 22 in the 
handle module and insertion parts 36,38 in the blade module. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cary E. O'Connor whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4715. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:00-3:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cris Rodriguez can be reached on 571-2724964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Plenary Examiner 
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